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54TH C0NGRES~, } HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. { J?ocu~T 
2d Session. No. 1, 5. 
DIGEST OF DECISIONS RELATING TO INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
LETTER 
FROM 
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
TRANSMITIING 
A COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOB, 
SUBMITTING AN ESTIMATE FOR AN APPROPRIATION FOR COM-
PILING A DIGEST OP CERTAIN DECISIONS AND OPINIONS RE-
LATING TO INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
JANUARY 12, 1897.-Referred to the Committee on Indian .Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 
TREASURY DEP .ARTMEN'l', 
January 11, 1897. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of 
Congress. copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
of the 8th insta11t, subrnittiug au estimate of appropriation, $2,000, 
necessary to complete the work of compiling a digest of the decisions 
of the courts and Interior Department and the Opinions of the Attor-
ney-General relating to Indian Affairs authorized by the Indian aei 
of June 10, 1896 (29 Stat. L., 341). 
Respectfully, yours, S. WIKE, Acting Secretary. 
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN'l'ATIVES. 
DEP .ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, January 8, 1897. 
_S~: I have t~e hon?: to trar1smit herewith a letter from the Com-
m1Ss101;1er of_ Indian Affairs, a1:1~ accompanying statement of Mr. K. S. 
~urc~u,on, m charge of comp1lmg a digest relating to Indian affairs, 
m which he recommends that Congress be requested to make an addi-
ti?~al ap~ropriation _of $2,000,_ necessary to complete the work of com-
p1lmg a digest relatrng to Ind1au affairs, the item to be inserted in the· 
bill making appropriations for the Indian Service, 1898 . 
. I a,ppro~e the reco_rnrnendation of the Commissioner if the appropria-
tion coutairns a proviso that Mr. Murchison executes a contract, with 
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$10,000 bond, to complete the work for $5,000 within six months, and 
the same is forwarded through your Department for the appropriate 
action of Congress. 
Respectfully, D.A. VID R. FRANCIS, Secretary. 
The SECRET.A.RY OF THE TREASURY, 
DEP .A.R'l'MENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, ,January 7, 1897. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a Jetter of even date 
from Mr. Kenneth S. _jforchison, in which he makes a statement rela-
tive to tl10 matter of tlle digest and tbe probable cost of the work. He 
also states that the House Committee on Indian Affairs is willing to 
make an additiona] appropriation of $2,000 which would make a total 
of $5,000, originally ~stirnated for as the cost of tl.iis work, if approved 
by myself and you. From Mr. NJ urchison's statement I believe that 
the additional appropriation of $'..!~000 would not be in excess of a just 
and reasonable compensation for the digest which Mr. Murchison pro-
poses to make, and he bas expressed a willingness to contract to com-
plete the wol'k with the appropdntion. This assurfs the Department 
that there will be no further request made for au appropriation ou this 
account. 
I have the honor to reoommend, therefol'e, that a, copy of this letter 
and a copy of Mr. Mmcl.iison's statement be forwarded to Mr. Sber-
mau, the chairman of the House Committee on Indian Affairs, with a 
favorable recommendation. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. M. BROWNING, Oornmissioner. 
The SEORETA..RY OF THl~ INTERIOR. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, January 7, 1891. 
Sm: Referring to the conversation bad with you and the Secretary of the Interior 
on December 12, 1896, relative to the matter of the digest of decisions of the cuurts, 
etc., affectino- Indian affair and the appropriation mat1e by Congres to defray the 
expen e thereof~ 1 have the lion or to make tl.Je following statement : 
yon will remember, the first estimate for tl.Je cost of this work, which wa.s sub-
mitted in th g-en ·ral timates by this office in 1895, was $5,000. '!'his was cnt down 
by th ·ommittee to $3,000 for tl.te reason, as I was informed by an informal confer-
wjth ~Ir. 'h rruan, that the committee understood it was iu tended for wy com-
at10n to~ one .vear' erv ices in conn ction with tl.Je digest out ide of office hours. 
nisappr hen. i(ln of the purpose of the appropriation. My 
. asetl on information I bad received from the Congres iona.l 
Libr· lll be about 2,500 volume of reports to examine, of which 
th 1 11 the po ion of the Library. I have since ascertained 
6 000 vol of repdrts, tate and Federal, to examine and 
uprem ut Repo he Federal Reporters, the deci-
f th In r, and th inion of the Attorney-General. 
e ~ad two a i taut 1ployed at the Library in search-
m1n d some 1 700 me , in which they have found 
cl and [ ba ompleted the dige t of the Fed-
t Report i din~ in all some 222 volnme , in 
b tw n 1,800 and :&,000 reference. already com-
e ma.n 01 re Indian a , than I thought would be con-
at b:iv I, eu xamiuecl. :My tim, t was that there would 
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i be one case in ten volumes, whereas there has been found to be about one in two, not 
1 including the Supreme Court Reports and the Pederal Reporter. 
Besides the volumes referred to my work will include also the files and records of 
,this office, as well as the records and files of the Interior Department and of the 
I Department of Justice and the Treasury and State Departments. 
The Secretary, in the conversation aboYe referred to, indicated his desire to change 
the plan of operations, which has been to disburse the fund in the payment for 
1 services as they are rendered, and to adopt the plan of making a contract with me 
I to complete the work for the appropriation, and, if I am not mistaken, after he was 
:informed that the original estimate was $5,000 he indicated a willingness to approve 
I
an effort on my part to secure from Congress an additional $2,000which would make 
the total appropriation the amount I originally estimated the work would cost. 
I have this morning had a conference with the committee, and they have indicated 
a willingness to make the additional appropriation, provided it meets with your 
approyal and the approval of the Secretary of the Interior. 
I have the honor, therefore, to recommend that you submit the matter to the See-
retary with such recommendation as you think is proper in the premises. .A.s the 
, committee indicate that this report should be in their hands this afternoon, I will 
1not have time to make any further statement with reference to the work, comparing 
!this work and the work heretofore done by others of similar character, and the cosi 
'at $5,000 with the prices paid by Congress for other work of a similar character. 
In conclusion I have the honor to state that I would be willing to make a contra.ct, 
las suggested by the Secretary, for the completion of the digest within a reasonable 
time for the appropriation should Congress make the additional appropriation now 
1asked for, $2,000. • • 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
The ColW41BS.10.Nlm OJ' bmIA.N Ai'YAIRB 
.KBmiETll 8 .. liWWHISON, 
.la (J/uwgd. 
C 
